Peter Buckingham

Head of Distribution & Exhibition, UK Film Council

Peter is highly  experienced having more than 25 years in the film business - starting as a 35mm projectionist.  Since then he has worked almost every possible role in cinema and film distribution. He is committed to helping independent film reaching its audience - the central theme of all his work in the industry.  

He is currently Head of Distribution & Exhibition at the UK Film Council. There he is working on increasing the breadth and diversity of film audiences across the UK, as well as encouraging audience appreciation of UK films. 

Peter helped pioneered the development of a number of ground-breaking innovation initiatives to achieve this goal. These include the P&A Fund (prints & advertising), the world’s first 2k Digital Screen Network – providing over 200 independent cinemas with digital projection technology – and the highly successful website Findanyfilm.com. He is currently launching a new £15m Film Innovation Fund for the UKFC.  All the many projects that Peter manages produce business and market intelligence about how audiences respond to particular films and audience behaviour which has been shared with the industry in order to help the development of film and cinema businesses. 
He is leading on digital and innovation strategy for the UK Film Council and he has given many lectures on this subject. He is currently also on a number of boards and advisory boards.

Peter is a well-known industry figure who was previously Deputy Chief Executive of FilmFour Limited and named Video Distributor of the Year in 2000. Prior to FilmFour, he was MD of Chris Blackwell’s Oasis Cinemas, building up a specialised cinema chain. He has also worked as Director of Film Distribution for Virgin Vision.
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